vegetation. However, an exhaustive review is both impossible and unnecessary. It is impossible within the few pages available because of the vast literature published, and it is unnecessary because there are several review papers and textbooks available. To start with the year 1979 itself, two important papers appeared (White 1979; Huston 1979) , and a symposium on advances in vegetation science was held in Nijmegen (Van der Maarel 1980a,b) . Further publications consulted for this paper include Pickett & White (1985) , Pickett et al. (1987) , Gray et al. (1987) , Burrows (1990) , Van Andel et al. (1993) , Glenn-Lewin et al. (1992) and Agnew et al. (1993) .
In 1979 a similar special meeting was held (Werger 1979) 1978-1979 1980-1982 1983-1985 1986-1987 1989-1991 1992-1993 1994-1995 ) and explained and promoted particularly by Minchin (1987a,b) , and (2) Fuzzy Set Ordination (Roberts 1986 ).
Classification
Ever since twinspan was introduced (Hill 1979) , this program has often been applied. May (1975) , Magurran (1988) and Buys (1994) . Tothmeresz (1995) Vitousek & Walker (1987) . Tilman (1988) Grime (1979) , and (2) the release of resources-emphasized by White & Pickett (1985) , Tilman (1985) Gimingham (e.g. 1978 Gimingham (e.g. , 1988 and the review paper on the regeneration niche by Grubb (1977 (Gleason 1926 ). However, this remark is not meant to suggest any lack of community structure.
Studies such as that by Thorhalsdottir (1990) (Rosen 1982 (Rosen , 1985  Huber 1994). These droughts (see Table 3 ) tend to be the driving force for species change in the community, creating gaps for new species to occupy (Grime 1990 figures for these apparently less extreme grasslands (Fig. 2) .
Gap dynamics in changing communities
So far, the pattern and process approach to gap dynamics has referred to a stable community, i.e. a community which maintains its structure and floristic composition over a longer period of time, much longer than the patch-dynamic cycle(s). In the case of the alvar grassland on Oland this condition seems to be fulfilled. However, gap dynamics will also occur in communities subjected to some overall change, i.e. primary, secondary, regeneration or restoration succession. As a first example, two successional alvar communities studied by Partel & Zobel (1995) showed equally high species mobility as two related communities considered relatively stable.
The combination of small-scale turnover (Huber 1994; Partel & Zobel 1995) (Walker & Peet 1983) , which were all included in a comparative experimental analysis of coexistence in species-rich grasslands (Peet et al. 1990 ). As Fig. 2 shows, there is a significant relation between the two parameters.
This relation could be considered as a first indication of the importance of the species pool, defined as a set of species around a target stand of vegetation from which the stand can be supplied, and discussed by Zobel (1992) is related to the size of the actual species pool of the community, and this pool is dependent on the size of the regional species pool. 
